The Basics of Essay Writing

(This is your Bible for writing essays)

Writing an Outline

 I .Thesis Statement
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V. Conclusion
THESIS PARAGRAPH


The thesis paragraph is going to help you get your ideas organized.  After reading your thesis paragraph, the reader will want to go on.   You need to grab your reader’s attention from the very beginning with your thesis.  The thesis paragraph includes the following:

· An overarching idea connecting to the world (Hook/lead)
· The three main ideas for your paper

· The name of the book, story, poem, or play

· The author’s name

· State the argument

Below is a BASIC example from Julius Caesar

Various choices are made on a daily basis and there are many different levels of choices that can be made.  In William Shakespeare’s play Julius Caesar, many characters make different choices, of which Brutus makes the most important.  He has good choices, bad choices, and unthoughtful choices. 
BODY PARAGRAPHS


The purpose of the body paragraphs is to prove your point.  In my opening paragraph, I set up the idea that I thought Brutus’s choices were the most important. I also said he has good choices (idea #1), bad choices (idea #2) and that there are some choices that are not very well thought out (idea #3).  These paragraph will be written in an argumentative format.  The following is the argumentative format:

Claim:  The point you are proving

Support: A quote from the text providing evidence of what you are saying

Warrant: How the quote supports your claim


In your body paragraphs, you want one solid claim, and up to three supports.  Every time you have a support, you need to have a warrant.  
When you are writing your body paragraphs, you need to integrate quotes into your writing. (These are your support) The following are examples of how to integrate quotes.

Brutus wrestles with the idea of joining the conspiracy because he has “no personal cause to spurn at [Caesar]” (II, ii, 11).

Brutus says that their “course would seem too bloody” if they killed Mark Antony (II, i,162).

In the first sentence, the actual quote is “no personal cause to spurn at him”, but for the sentence to make sense, you must put the word “Caesar” in for “him”.  It is OK to change words in a book as long as it doesn’t change the general meaning of the sentence.  You may also need to change the tense of words to make sure it is in present tense.

 Whenever you change a word you must ALWAYS put brackets around it. ([ ]).

Some small technical things with quotes. . .

· The page number goes at the end of the sentence, after the quotes, but before the period.

· QUOTES CAN’T STAND ALONE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

· You must have your own words in the same sentence with the quotes.

CONCLUSION


In your opening paragraph, you got your readers excited bout what you are going to talk about.  In your body paragraphs, you made them believe what you believe. The conclusion pulls it all together.  You need to put everything together in the conclusion.  You need to leave your reader really believing what you believe.  Your conclusion should start out narrow and end up broad.  The following is an example of a concluding paragraph, though not a complete one. 

Brutus’s choices are the most important choices made in the play.  The fact that he decides to leave Mark Antony alive leads to the downfall of his own character.  The choices he makes early on in the play lead to the culminating effects in the play.

Some details on your conclusion:

· It should be a right side up triangle, start out specific and end up broad.

· It should pull your essay together

· It should answer So What?  Why was this important?

· DON’T BRING UP ANYTHING IN YOUR CONCLUSION THAT YOU HAVE NOT DISCUSSED IN YOUR ESSAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

TITLE

The title of your paper is one of the most important parts.  When someone is looking at weather or not they want to read your paper, they will probably look at the title first.  Follow the following procedure to titling your paper.

Julius Caesar:  Brutus’s Choices Gone Awry.

· Always have the title of the work you are using in the title

· Make some kind of reference to what your paper will be on

· Be creative!  This is one of the best parts of the paper.

OTHER THINGS TO REMEMBER

Don’t use any of the following words:

· Seems

· Might

· Perhaps

· Could be

(These words make you sound flaky, like you don’t really know what you are going to say)

Use the following words:

· Is

· Means

· Shows

· Reveals

(These words show that you have some authority on your topic.  They make you sound like you know what you’re talking about)

· ALWAYS STAY IN THE PRESENT TENSE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

· Don’t use “I”.   

You can change the sentences using “I” by doing the following.

I think Caesar’s choices are the most important.




To

Caesar’s choices are the most important.

WHAT YOUR PAPER SHOULD LOOK LIKE

All papers in an English class should follow the MLA format.  The following is an example of what the format looks like.


OTHER FORMAT INFORMATION

· I inch margins

· Double spaced

· 12 point font

· Black ink

· You may use one of the following fonts

· Arial

· Garamond

· Helvetica

· Times New Roman

· Only one return between paragraphs

· Don’t use all caps-put the capital letters where the belong

· Don’t use exclamation points or question marks—unless you are asking a question or the embedded quote uses one. 
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