Literary Analysis Theme Essay Prompt and Cover Sheet

Do not lose this; you will need to turn it in!
ESSAY PROMPT:
What does Arthur Miller say about one of the following topics through The Crucible? What is his purpose in using this theme?
What would the Puritans, or people who lived during the red scare think about his choices?  
Please select one of the topics below:

	· Appearance v. Reality

· Human Cruelty in the Name of Righteousness 

· The Idealized v. Scorned Woman
· Explain how the title of The Crucible is a good metaphor for Miller’s play
	· Is this play sexist or fair about gender?

· Compare the characters of Abigail and Elizabeth—how does Miller use each?

· What is Reverend Hale’s change over the course of the play meant to communicate?

· How does the tension between spiritual desires and physical desires shape The Crucible?

· Explain how John Proctor is or is not a hero for today’s reader.


Remember that these are only topics.  In order to be considered a theme, the analytical writer must make a statement about these topics, explaining their relevance to the central meaning of the work.

Points to remember:
1. Your essay must provide an insightful thesis, with thorough explanation.  No thesis, no grade.

2. The minimum number of paragraphs is five.
3. Follow the MLA guidelines for typing an essay, which include:
· All drafts must be typed

· Double-spaced

· Times New Roman or Arial, Pt. Size 12

· Correct parenthetical citation formatting  “adsf”  (author #) 
4. Body paragraphs must contain a minimum of one piece of evidence (direct quotation from the text).  
Puritanism Essay Yes-Test

All items must receive a “yes” in order for your essay to be graded.

	Correct MLA page setup and formatting

	Yes (
	No (

	Clearly stated thesis
	
	

	Essay includes an intro, body, and concluding paragraph(s)
	
	

	Body paragraphs contain evidence from the text
	
	

	All in-text citations are included and are formatted according to MLA guidelines
	
	


Essay Template:  What should be included, paragraph by paragraph:

Introduction

Hook (use TUPAC to draw your reader in)

Background Information (briefly sum up the book’s plot)

Thesis Statement (one sentence statement of your paper’s

main idea and the three topics of your body paragraphs)

Body Paragraph One

1. Set up the paragraph’s topic (the first topic in your Thesis Statement).
2. Summarize any plot events you need to (one or two sentences—no more!)

3. First piece of Evidence (a quote from The Crucible)

4. Analysis Sentences-two or more sentences of clearly and insightfully explaining how your quote proves the topic of your paragraph
5. Second piece of Evidence (a quote from The Crucible)

6. Analysis Sentences-two or more sentences of clearly and insightfully explaining how your quote proves the topic of your paragraph

7. Transition sentence to next topic
Body Paragraph Two

1. Set up the paragraph’s topic (the second topic in your Thesis Statement).
2. Summarize any plot events you need to (one or two sentences—no more!)

3. First piece of Evidence (a quote from The Crucible)

4. Analysis Sentences-two or more sentences of clearly and insightfully explaining how your quote proves the topic of your paragraph
5. Second piece of Evidence (a quote from The Crucible)

6. Analysis Sentences-two or more sentences of clearly and insightfully explaining how your quote proves the topic of your paragraph

7. Transition sentence to next topic





            Body Paragrah Three 
1. Set up the paragraph’s topic (the second topic in your Thesis Statement).
2. Summarize any plot events you need to (one or two sentences—no more!)

3. First piece of Evidence (a quote from The Crucible)

4. Analysis Sentences-two or more sentences of clearly and insightfully explaining how your quote proves the topic of your paragraph
5. Second piece of Evidence (a quote from The Crucible)

6. Analysis Sentences-two or more sentences of clearly and insightfully explaining how your quote proves the topic of your paragraph

7. Transition sentence to conclusion 
Conclusion
This should be four or more sentences long, analyzing what the actual real-life Puritans would think of Arthur Miller’s take on the topic you chose.  Make specific reference to their lifestyle and beliefs!  End with what lesson the modern reader can take from this essay.
Thesis Statement Workshop:

What is a thesis statement?

It is one sentence that gives the Main Idea of your paper and your Topics in one sentence.  

Why have a thesis statement?

The thesis statement is a clear indication of what the essay will explore and in what order.  It acts as a roadmap for your reader, letting them know the organization of your essay.  

Where does my thesis statement go in my essay?

Your thesis statement will be the last line of your introduction.

How do I make a thesis statement?

Put your Main Idea and three Topics in one sentence!

Example:

	Main Idea

Arthur Miller uses The Crucible to that individual freedom is more important than strict control and order
	Topics 

1.  From the beginning John Proctor follows his own heart, not what authority tells him
2. The attempts to bring “order” leads to more chaos and limits freedom

3. John’s choice at the end values individual freedom over order

	Thesis Statement:

Although societies usually lend itself to conformity, Arthur Miller uses The Crucible to show that individual freedom is more important than strict control and order.


Your Turn:

	Main Idea (What does Miller believe about the topic you chose?)


	Topics 

1.

2.

3.



	Thesis Statement:




SHOW ME YOUR THESIS STATEMENT BEFORE YOU MOVE ON! 

Body Paragraph One
	What is happening in the play at this point? (no more than two sentences)

	Topic Sentence (this should be the first topic from your Thesis Statement):



	CD/EVIDENCE 1: (Quote proving your second topic)   

Page Number
	CM/Analysis: How does this piece of Evidence prove Arthur Miller’s opinion? (two+ sentences)  This explains not what happens, but how what happens shows what the author thinks!

	CD/EVIDENCE 2: (Quote proving your second topic)   

Page Number
	CM/Analysis: How does this piece of Evidence prove Arthur Miller’s opinion? (two+ sentences)  This explains not what happens, but how what happens shows what the author thinks


If you fill out this sheet effectively, you have your paragraph almost done!

Body Paragraph Two
	What is happening in the play at this point? (no more than two sentences)

	Topic Sentence (this should be the second topic from your Thesis Statement):



	CD/Evidence 1: (Quote proving your second topic)   

Page Number
	CM/Analysis: How does this piece of Evidence prove Arthur Miller’s opinion? (two+ sentences)  This explains not what happens, but how what happens shows what the author thinks

	CD/Evidence 2: (Quote proving your second topic)

Page Number
	Cm/Analysis: How does this piece of Evidence prove Arthur Miller’s opinion? (two+ sentences)  This explains not what happens, but how what happens shows what the author thinks


If you fill out this sheet effectively, you have your paragraph almost done!

Introduction Workshop

The introduction is the set up for your whole paper!  If you do not grab your readers here and set them up for an exciting ride, your essay will seem flat!
Introduction components:

1.  Hook

Just like the chorus of a song, the hook grabs your readers.  GET THEIR ATTENTION!  Think about using TUPAC to get attention.  These strategies can all work—try them out!

T ell a story

U se a quote

P resent a fact

A sk a question

C ause a stir

2.  Background Information

This gives brief information about the text, in this case The Crucible.  Give a brief summary of the play and mention Arthur Miller’s name so that readers who have not read it have some information to go on.

3.  Thesis Statement

Your thesis statement should be the last line of your introduction.  It is a clear statement of your position for your paper.  Take your thesis statement from earlier in the packet. 

	Hook

Which TUPAC strategy did you use?

Background Information

Thesis Statement
	


Conclusion Workshop

The conclusion is the final taste of your paper.  Just like how a rotten bite of food after a good meal can ruin it, a poor conclusion can drag down the rest of your essay.

Conclusions can be hard; to make it easier, I am giving you a specific goal.

Your conclusion must analyze how the Puritans would feel about Miller’s opinion.  You must include specific references to the Puritans’ beliefs:

	Tenets of Puritanism (1620 – 1720)

	Subject Matter

· Preoccupation with sin and salvation

· Religion

· History

· Didactic

· Autobiography

· 6. Hymns
	
Attitudes/Beliefs 

· Original Sin

· Human beings exist for glory of God and to fulfill God’s will

· Predestination

· Hard work and discipline lead to salvation

· Spiritual application to all events

· Strong belief in education

· Plain style of writing was best


	The Puritans would agree/disagree with your thesis about The Crucible because…




1. Compare the roles that Elizabeth Proctor and Abigail Williams play in The Crucible.

3. Why are Danforth, Hathorne, and the other authorities so resistant to believing the claim that Abigail and the other girls are lying?

4. What kind of government does Salem have? What role does it play in the action?

5. Analyze Reverend Parris. What are his motivations in supporting the witch trials?

6. Discuss the changes that Reverend Hale undergoes in the course of the play.

